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THE TEMPLE OF THE WINGED LIONS
THE CELLA

The inner sanctuary (cella) was the focal point of the temple. Upon the raised,
square podium in the room’s center possibly stood an image of the Nabataean
goddess al-Uzza. Immediately surrounding the podium were a dozen columns,
topped by the fierce “winged lion” capitals that give the temple its name.
Curtains appear to have hung between these columns, hiding whatever may
have been on the platform from casual viewing. Flanking aisles with free-
standing columns created a narrow corridor around which the podium could be
circumambulated in ritual procession, while the inner walls of the chamber,
painted in vibrant colors and adorned with elaborate moldings, featured shallow
niches for the display of objects and gifts offered to the goddess. Though not
preserved, the walls of the colonnaded second story were pierced by sizable
windows that would have allowed abundant light to wash over the temple’s interior.
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