
THE TEMPLE OF THE WINGED LIONS 
A MONUMENT TO PETRA'S GODDESS 

25-363 AD 

Emerging out of the hillside are the ruins of one of Petra's 

great temples, the Temple of the Winged Lions, built in the 

first century AD and likely dedicated to al-Uzza, the supreme 

goddess of Petra. Built on a promontory overlooking the city 

center, the temple was a sacred complex reached by a massive 

staircase that led to the temple's forecourt (pronaos). 

Its monumental entrance was guarded by gigantic columns 

which probably collapsed during the earthquake that 

destroyed the temple in 363 AD. Flanking the columns were 

massive enclosing piers decorated with mythological and 

sacred figures carved on inset blocks. The temple's inner 

sanctuary (cella) featured a central podium for the goddess 

with columns capped by IIwinged lion" capitals, from which the 

building takes its modern name. 
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Petra's marvelous archaeology is extremely 
fragile. Please help protect this temple by 
staying on the marked paths and obeying the 
site's directional and safety signs. 
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THE TEMPLE OF THE WINGED LIONS 

A MONUMENT TO PETRA'S GODDESS 

25-363 AD 

Emerging out of the hillside are the ruins of one of Petra's great 

temples, the Temple of the Winged Lions, built in the first 

century AD and likely dedicated to al-Uzza, the supreme 

goddess of Petra. Built on a promontory overlooking the city 

center, the temple was a sacred complex reached by a massive 

staircase that led to the temple's forecourt (pronaos). 

Its monumental entrance was guarded by gigantic columns 

which probably collapsed during the earthquake that destroyed 

the temple in 363 AD. Flanking the columns were massive 

enclosing piers decorated with mythological and sacred figures 

carved on inset blocks. The temple's inner sanctuary (cella) 

featured a central podium for the goddess with columns 

capped by "winged lion" capitals, from which the building takes 

its modern name. 
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THE TEMPLE OF THE WINGED LIONS 
THE CELLA 

The inner sanctuary (cella) was the focal point of the temple. Upon the raised, 
square podium in the room's center possibly stood an image of the Nabataean 
goddess ai-Uzza. Immediately surrounding the podium were a dozen columns, 
topped by the fierce "winged lion" capitals that give the temple its name. 
Curtains appear to have hung between these columns, hiding whatever may 
have been on the platform from casual viewing. Flanking aisles with free-
standing columns created a narrow corridor around which the podium could be 
circumambulated in ritual procession, while the inner walls of the chamber, 
painted in vibrant colors and adorned with elaborate moldings, featured shallow 
niches for the display of objects and gifts offered to the goddess. Though not 
preserved, the walls of the colonnaded second story were pierced by sizable 
windows that would have allowed abundant light to wash over the temple's interior. 
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TEMPLE OF THE WINGED LIONS 
ARCHITECTURAL GALLERY (LAPIDARIUM) 

This architectural gallery, known as a lapidarium, features 

fragments of carved stone from the nearby Temple of the Winged 

Lions which date to the first century AD. These pieces have not 

been reintegrated into the temple complex as their original 

positions are not clearly known. They are kept here together to 

serve as a resource for visitors to appreciate the range of 

architectural styles represented at the temple. 

WINGED LION CAPITAL 

This is a modern replica of a fragment of an original column capital 

that inspired archaeologists to name the building the ({Temple of 

the Winged Lions." These ornate capitals also feature vines, 

flowers, and leaves following a Corinthian style, though in the 

Nabataean half-capital form. They originally topped columns 

surrounding the altar in the temple. Lions have long served as 

symbols of power, royalty, and protection and could relate to the 

female goddess. 
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THE TEMPLE OF THE WINGED LIONS 
THE SOUTHWEST QUADRANT 

25-363 AD 

Excavations that took place here in the 1970s and 1980s revealed a 

series of arches that once stood up to 5.75 m in height. The main 

function of this large vaulted terrace was to provide structural 

support for the temple. Called lithe Liwan" by its excavators, this 

originally plastered and painted space may have been used by 

visiting pilgrims or priests. 

Following excavation down to floor level, the arches, rubble slope, 

adjacent temple walls, and stairway were left at great risk of 

collapse from rainfall, erosion, and earthquake. Geologists and 

conservators worked together with community members to 

protect this part of the site between 2015 and 2018. Structures 

were re-mortared by conservators and the area was backfilled by 

adding soil to fill spaces removed by excavation. This helps 

rainwater to drain away from the site. The site requires regular 

monitoring and maintenance to ensure its stability. 
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Reconstruction of the Southwest Quadrant arches 

and the Temple of the Winged Lions. 

By Qais Twessi after Jason Blanzy. 
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THE TEMPLE OF THE WINGED LIONS 

THE NORTHERN COMPLEX 

25-363 AD 

Excavations have revealed a series of rooms next to the Temple of 

the Winged Lions. You can still see doorways and evidence for 

multiple building phases. Some rooms were perhaps residences for 

temple personnel. Others may have been workshops, with evidence 

for grinding pigment, marble-working, production of miniature 

altars, processing oil, and hammering metal- activities that probably 

supported the temple's religious operations. In addition to pottery, 

objects of everyday life include spindle whorls, cosmetic implements, 

and jewelry. The range of objects suggests the presence of both men 

and women in the complex. Altars installed in some rooms suggest 

ritual activity by priests, residents, or visitors. At the summit of the 

site is the North Court: a square structure with interior benches a , 

monumental eastern entrance and a smaller western entrance. Its 

function is not known. 
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THE TEMPLE OF THE WINGED LIONS 
FALLEN COLUMNS 
25-363 AD 

These huge circular drums came from one of a pair of columns 

that originally stood approximately 13 m high. They supported 

the roofed entrance (pronaos) of the Temple of the Winged 

Lions. The drums weigh around 1650 kg each and were 

originally secured with concrete and probably plastered and 

painted in antiquity. Corinthian-style capitals once topped the 

monumental columns. Corinthian is the name of a Greek style 

architectural order, here forming half capitals in the Nabataean 

style. You can see an example of this capital in the architectural 

gallery (Iapidarium). The building of columns from individual 

drums helped resist seismic activity, though this did not save 

the columns or the temple from the earthquake of 363 AD. 
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Reconstruction showing the original height of the columns in front 

of the temple. Drawing: Chrysanthos Kaneliopoulos. 
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